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Of course I am packing preparing to move. Of course I am finding things saved that I 
earlier thought, 'someday this might be useful.' One of those was an article “Mass is a 
family, chosen for us, not by us” The article was in a national journal, but quoted a 2008 
Univ. of Iowa study about Church attendance, economic success, family breakdown and 
feelings about immigration. (Those disengaged from Church, experience less economic 
success, more family breakdown and deeper anti-immigration feelings.) However, there 
is something positive to report as well: many in the average Sunday Assembly, like this 
one here today, struggle with divorce, addictions, and financial security, BUT are more 
welcoming to immigrants. (Participation in Church seems to be a defining factor in all of 
this.) Given today's wonderful story of hospitality and care in the First Scripture, I 
pulled two examples about hospitality from the article. 
 On the 4th Sun. of this past Lent, the author and her husband noticed a young woman slip into the pew 
 just ahead of them. She was dressed in a T shirt and tights. Her hair was tangled. She looked ready for 
 bed or an exercise class. Both the author and her husband wondered why she couldn't have put on a dress  
 and combed her hair. Then the priest invited the catechumens (those preparing for baptism at Easter) and 
 their sponsors to step out into the aisle. He invited the rest of the Assembly to gather around them for the 
 prayer. The young woman stepped into the aisle and knelt on the floor. The author put her hand on her  
 shoulder and her husband standing in front of the young woman reached back and took her hands. We  
 shared an intimate moment with a woman we had already judged and found wanting.  
 
 One other Sunday at the same parish, a man came into Mass wrapped neck to feet in dirty blankets. He 
 took his seat in the front row. He looked weeks away from a shower or a washing machine or a night 
 indoors. When the ushers passed the collection baskets they walked around and past him. Then the 
 authors husband noticed the man reach under his blankets into his pocket and put out some bills, wadded 
 together. He raised his hand. We signaled the usher, surprised as we were by this fact, to return to the 
 man and receive his offering. .. an offering from a man we had already judged as having nothing.  
 
Discipleship, mission, loving God even more than family. This is what we hear in 
today's gospel, which comes from the final segment of Jesus' teaching about discipleship 
and mission. Priorities, priorities, priorities! First things must come first.  
 
Today's gospel also speaks clearly of 'receiving others', and even more than that it 
addresses how we should receive others into our space, and even how we receive them 
into our very lives. We must receive others as we receive Jesus himself. “Whoever 
receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.”  
Sounds like the question asked of the speaker at the Conference I mentioned last 
weekend: “Can you help me see Jesus in ….. Vladamir Putin?”  
 
You may know that Archbishop Jackels has 4 Mission priorities for our Archdiiocese: 
on-going education in the faith, making Sunday Mass alive; stewardship; and promoting 
vocations. When speaking of enhancing the Sunday Mass, he lists four words, each 
starting with an “H”, and he lists them in this order ….. hospitality, hymns, homily and 



how to participate..... Even just a week or so ago the Archbishop focused on hospitality 
as he summed up our Priest Convocation days. The Convocation topic was Racism. He 
asked us to be hospitable to immigrants, and all people from diverse ethnic backgrounds. 
One sure way to counter the 'racism of our culture' and our own racism is to extend 
genuine hospitality. As an aside, he said that we would need to work at this, because 
Catholics don't have a great record at hospitality.  
 
So I offer you a couple of things to consider. Hospitality at Mass, and hospitality 
through the RCIA process. Think of these in light of today's OT story and the Gospel. 
Also think of these in light of the first two stories I shared with you, and the 
Archbishop's focus on “hospitality”. The first of these can be simple … welcome 
visitors and new parishioners to Mass. 
 
-Make hospitality a new habit when you go to Mass. Do not stay with your familiar groups. Reach 
 out  to others. “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 
 loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.” 
-Come early, leave late: Make room in your life to greet and spend time with others, especially with 
 those you don't know so well, or with whom you usually don't spend time.                                                                                                                                                                                              
- Help newcomers connect.     Introduce new people to other parishioners. Invite new parishioners to sit 
 with you for the Mass. Introduce newcomers to the pastor.                                                                                                                                                                                  
-  Avoid doing parish business before and after Mass; focus on visitors              - Give visitors 
 information about the parish     Give them a bulletin … invite them to coffee when it is 
 available.                                                                                                                                                                          
- Greet those who already minister in the area of hospitality. Greeting even those you know well can 
 be a sign to visitors that this parish really cares about its members.                                               
- If you are a 'west-winger', try the 'east wing'; if you are a back pew person, try something closer to the 
 front. And those always in front, try another place to make room for the back pew people to           
 move up. 
 
Now to the RCIA. Think 'hospitality' and 'hospice'. A 'hospice' is a place of care and 
concern for our health. Parishes are places of care and concern for our salvation. Our 
souls need to be healed as well as simply our bodies. I have mentioned earlier that 
currently we do not have an active RCIA process. But we do have people inquiring, and 
so the virtue of hospitality demands that we attend to these people. Our parish must 
show care and concern for the spiritual hunger these people are expressing. The RCIA 
process does involve teaching others about our Catholic life, but even more than that it 
involves taking time to help them get in touch with their own souls. No one of  us knows 
everything about our faith, our Church. We can learn this over a period of time. What is 
really needed is receiving others with genuine hospitality. We can learn more even after 
we become members. RCIA is maybe more about hospitality and sharing faith than it is 
about teaching content. Let others know how being Catholic works for you, how God is 
involved in your life. Think of our parish as a place of salvation. Think of yourselves as 
people who have the gift of hospitality, people willing to introduce others to the graced 
lives that you yourselves live.  



 
With people interested in becoming Catholic, our parish needs to have people step up to 
mentor them, guide them, make them feel welcome, help them know what it is like to 
live as a Catholic Christian. You may need a bit of training, but that is possible. You will 
need to give some of your time …...but who can refuse time to someone seeking to 
belong more closely to Jesus, to someone who wants to participate in the Holy Mass and 
receive Communion. You think you don't have time; but you can make time, and still 
survive. Come early, stay late … welcome the visitors, and seriously think about helping 
others become Catholic by offering yourself as someone to help with the RCIA.  
 
One time when Jesus was all finished teaching the people, he said to them, 'Come unto 
me, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me.” (Mt. 11:29ff) 
That is really just another way of saying, “Welcome the newcomer, show hospitality.” 
….. especially to those wanting to become Catholic, and to those in T shirts and tights; 
even to those wrapped in an unwashed blanket. 
 
 


