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I want to begin by asking you a few questions: 
 -when did you pray this week? 
 -if you did pray, why did you pray? 
 -if you don't pray regularly, why did you pray this week? 
 -what did you pray about? 
 -why did you pray? 
Even though last weekend I admitted that I am not much of a story-teller, I do have a 
story this weekend that seems to fit well.  
 A young boy asks for something special for his upcoming birthday. He asks for 
 something he really wants, but also something he has a strong hunch he may not 
 get. Because he really wants this item, one night as he kneels by his bedside to 
 say his night prayers, he says to God, “If you make sure I get this, I'll be really 
 good for 2 months.” After a short period of time, he thinks, I can't possibly be 
 really good for 2 whole months. “Okay, God, if you make sure I get this, I'll be 
 really good for 1 month.” But again, he thinks, that is still a long time. “God, can 
 you get this for me if I be really, really good for 2 weeks?” Then, surprisingly he 
 notices the statue of the Virgin Mary sitting on his side table. He grabs it quickly, 
 and shoving it into his pillow case he says, “Okay, God, if you don't get me what  
 I want, you will never see your mother again!”  
 
Sounds a bit like Abraham in today's First Scripture …........ what if there are 45 good 
people, what if there are 40, 30 and on down to what if there are 10 good people? 
 
Turning to today's gospel text, we all, of course, know the words of the Our Father, the 
Lord's Prayer. Just one comment about the latter title, “The Lord's Prayer” … The 
possessive 's' means that it is the 'prayer of Jesus', the prayer that Jesus prayed to his 
Father. We are honored to have Jesus teach us the same prayer that he prayed to his 
Father. Actually we know the words to this prayer so well, that we can often pray it too 
quickly and without much thought. So as we hear it today, it is important that we 
understand the dynamic beneath the words ….the suppositions that underlie the words  
of the prayer … those 'taken-for-granted' assumptions that Jesus had when he taught the 
prayer to his disciples.  
 
In order for us to pray the prayer as Jesus intended and as he taught it to us, we need to 
realize that it must come forth from our connection with God. The words are such that 
they are meant to express our connection with God. And furthermore, if we could 
connect with God as Jesus does, our difficulties in following Jesus, and his Father as 
well,  would be significantly lessened. 
 



Two great saints express well something of this connection:  
 St. Augustine: “God is more intimate to me than I am to myself.” 
 St.Teresa of Avila: “God resides at the center of the human person.”  
 
Thus, Jesus' way of praying does not start with human need. He does not ask for 
something for himself. Jesus begins by first uniting himself to the being and to the 
activity of the Father.  
 “Our Father, who art in heaven” …. “hallowed be you name”  Jesus connects with 
       the very being of His Father 
              “your Kingdom come”    and Jesus connects  
        also with the activity (the work) of His  
        Father.  
 This complete dedication of oneself to the being and the work of  God, translates 
 over into the very being and the very activity/work of the one praying: 
  “Give us this day our daily bread …. 
  “Forgive us our trespasses …. and lead us not into temptation.” 
The “hallowing of God's name” becomes the daily bread, the sustaining strength, of 
God's children, of those who pray.   
The “coming of God's kingdom” becomes the daily 'divine-human connection' and also 
 the connection between individual humans. This in term makes possible the new 
 humanity, the one based on inter-human forgiveness.  
This simple prayer, (which, I guess, is not really so simple) transforms the ones praying 
and the Father/God into a unity of being and doing.  
How much better we would all be if we could be 'tuned-in' to this underlying 
dynamic....our dedication to the being and to the activity of God.....our attention to 
the Kingdom of God, to the fact that God's bread/life is our sustaining strength, 
and that through this connection with God we offer to others what is within us … 
the life, mercy, and forgiveness of God. “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who have trespassed against us.” 
 
All of this 'dove-tails' well with where we were last weekend. We need to spend time to 
develop this connection, and we can do that by being actively present to God, by just 
sitting in the presence of God and listening more to God. Our spiritual lives needs 
cultivation … more like Mary, and maybe less like Martha. Without this interior 
disposition, we are more like the babbling Pharisees than like those genuinely attentive 
to the needs of the neighbor.  
 
In very simple terms, maybe it comes down to the difference between being one who 
'whines' to God for stuff we want or think we need, and one who genuinely asks for the 
things of God to be revealed and made to happen here on earth.  


