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Today, as you know, we enter a new liturgical season: we begin to observe a few weeks 
of Advent. You are familiar with how we begin by lighting a single candle on our 
Advent wreath. You are also familiar with the change of colors that you see here in 
church this weekend, the customary purple and rose. These weeks of Advent are a time 
for waiting: we live these Advent days waiting for and anticipating the celebration of the 
great Feast of the Incarnation, which we will celebrate at Christmas.  
 
But Advent is one of the more challenging liturgical seasons of the entire Church Year. 
As people of our culture, we are not much for waiting; we are more 'fast food' and 
'instant messaging' kinds of people. And we need to overcome a couple other obstacles 
as well:  
 -it is easy to think that every Advent season will be the same as all the other  
  Advent seasons we have lived and observed, that it will be just a rerun of 
  those 40 and even 50 years ago. 
 -and maybe the msot challenging obstacle is dealing with the fact that the quiet  
  waiting of Advent always falls smack dab into some of the busiest days of  
  our lives … the few weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas.  
Advent is really counter-cultural. 
 
But actually, every Advent is not the same as previous ones. Each Advent IS new, 
because each Advent WE ARE NEW: 
 -we are a year older, with all that that may entail 
 -we may have a new job, or we may have no job at all this time 
 -we may have a new child in our family, a new in-law, or we may be grieving the  
  loss of a loved one who has died during the past year. 
In many, many ways, we are quite different from last year, and thus in many ways this 
new Advent Season is quite different from those of the past. Thus, and most importantly, 
we have the opportunity to live this Advent Season differently. 
 
One of the strong Scriptural themes during the Advent Season is that of PROMISE. We 
heard something of this immediately in today's First Scripture: “The days are coming, 
says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and Judah.” 
It is important for us to recognize that our entire religious life, and everything that 
relates to our personal faith lives, is based upon the promises that God has made to us, 
His people. From the very beginning when all created things were called “very good” to 
the promise after the Flood, to the promise that Abram would have a great descendancy. 
(as numerous as the stars in the sky and the grains of sand on the shore), everything 
religious is based on a promise, even to the prophets who promised the Messiah, the one 



who would be Savior to the people, and one who would be for them the fullness of life. 
It is with these wonderful promises that we live our religious lives. And we nurture and 
deepen our faith with and through these same promises.  
 
I am sure that most of us here have said or thought at some point … 
 “If only I had …. or, if only I had not.... 
We all have made promises to others, and others have made promises to us. Some of 
these we have kept, and some we have not kept. Others, I am sure, have kept and broken 
promises made to us. We have probably also made some promises to God.... “I'll do just 
about anything, God, if you ….” And like the others, we have kept some of these and 
have not kept some of these. Sadly, it often seems, the ones we haven't kept turn out to 
be those with the more consequential results. Sometimes we are given the opportunity 
for a second chance. In other cases, we are not.  
 
But the Advent Season reminds us not only of the promises God has made to us, but also 
that those promises remain, even if we have not responded to them well the first time 
around. Advent is a time for 'second chances' both with God and with others. During 
these days of Advent I encourage you to think about people and situations in which and 
with whom you would like a second change, another opportunity to say and do 
something in a different, in a better way. And be sure to include God in your thoughts: 
what second chance would you appreciate having from God. Believe me, it is easier 
getting a second chance from God than it is from other humans.  
 
Think about bringing these kinds of thoughts to Night Watch this Advent. These are 3 
Friday nights from 9:00 to 10:00 here in church during which you can sit quietly and 
peacefully and think about …. “If only I had … “ and “If only I had not ….” Advent is 
about waiting, but Advent is also about hope. There is no better way to strengthen hope 
in people than to offer a second chance to them, or use the second chance they may give 
you to make things right, or at least better. And you can do this with God through the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
 
Waiting under the promise of God ….. extending and receiving hope through the new 
opportunities and the second changes offered to us. Advent does not need to be a repeat 
and it can certainly be more than just following the culture in its pre-Christmas frenzy.  
“The days are coming … Your redemption is at hand! 


