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We reflected on stewardship last weekend, and in particular the stewardship of time. The 
gift of our time allows us to share our talents. Like with money, the gift of our time is a 
passing gift. The last hour is not something that I can hang on to. Every second the hand 
of the clock marks, is a second that I will not have again. I can’t save it or store it. 
Personally I am quite aware of this as I preach here today. Last Saturday evening I went 
over to Manchester to see my cousin who was dying. I remember saying to Keith as I 
left, “I will come back to see you,” or something very close to that. As sick as he was he 
said “I would like that.” Maybe Keith knew, but I certainly did not know, that early on 
Tuesday morning he would indeed die. (42 years old). That couple of hours on Saturday 
night are two I will remember well and for a long time. Every second the hand of the 
clock marks, is a second that I will not have again.  
 
Thus, as also with money, the only real and legitimate use of our time is as a resource, as 
a means to bind people together. And when we use our time for others, and not merely 
for ourselves, we are connected, we are bound into a wonderful sense of community. We 
heard a tremendous example of that last week in Netty Rohlfsen’s testimony. The 
Rohlfsen’s came here knowing no one, and unrelated to everyone. But starting at the 
milk cooler with a pitcher of juice, Netty and her family have made this parish their 
family. They are still not related to most parishioners here, but they are connected to 
many. How? By risking to share their time and their talent. We have another testimony 
this weekend on the sharing of talents. Please listen to Dick Kester.  
 
     Dick Kester shares 
 
Only when we spend our time for others will we feel like we have enough time, or at 
least feel that we have used the time we do have well.  
 
One of the things that we do not understand deeply enough about parish life, and Church 
life in general, is that it is not an individual or solitary life. Even when we feel alone, we 
are connected to all the others in the Church. We are never alone. Even when we may be 
physically alone, we are still in community. From the very beginning, God created us to 
be in community. So God formed a People for Himself  … a People of God. And we are 
not a genuine Church until we connect, share, and live as a people. When you share your 
time, and your gifts, other people are helped. But in addition to that good thing, you 
yourself are brought into communion with others.  
 
In our society, in which we have everything we want and more, we still live at a great 
disadvantage. We have been taught since little on to be independent and to foster a sense 



of individual opportunity and advancement in contrast to those that are more communal 
in their perspective. We have the sense that “I earned this and so I have a right to enjoy 
it as I see fit.”  The Scriptures teach us the opposite perspective …(we should not be 
surprised!) The Scriptures teach us that we are in Covenant with each other and that we 
have a mutual responsibility, even a mutual obligation, to each other.  
I can rely on your gifts to support the gifts that I have and that I share with you. This is 
exactly what the rich man in today’s gospel didn’t recognize, and exactly what the 
prophet Amos rails against ….. a complacent people, a people that does not recognize 
the need others have for their gifts.  
 
This week there are papers in your pews for you to indicate how you will share your 
time, and your gifts. Many of you do this currently; some of you are on every list to help 
the parish has. Others, however, are not, and the parish feels the pinch. As I mention in 
my Pastor’s remarks this weekend, we need a strong JV team as much as we need a 
strong Varsity Team. Three years or so ago, when Fr. Boone was here, a Time and 
Talent survey was done. About 25% of the parish responded to it, and this was mostly a 
report of what people were already doing in terms of time and talent. We need more 
people engaged; we need a high percentage. Many hands make light work; shared time 
and talent builds community. What you do for your parish on Tuesday and Thursday is 
equally important to what you do here on Sunday. And if Sunday is sporadic, then 
maybe you choose simply to increase your regularity here on Sunday. Sometimes it 
means even doing something you don't like to do, and even don't want to do. You do it 
for the community, for the common good.  
 
There is a clever little story about 4 individuals … their names are SOMBODY, 
EVERYBODY, ANYBODY and NOBODY. One piece of the story goes like this: 
Once the parish needed a few aides for Faith Formation and also some people to reach 
out to those not attending. EVERYBODY thought ANYBODY would do it and 
ANYBODY thought SOMEBODY would do it. And you know who did it? That’s 
exactly right …. NOBODY! 
 
You can drop your paper into the collection basket today, or bring it back next Sunday. 
Be an active member of this community of God’s people. You will be amazed at the 
result, even within yourself.  


