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It is important to know that events in Jesus' life are almost always about more than what 
first meets the eye. And the miracle of the wine at the wedding at Cana is just one 
example of this. In one sense, today's gospel is about a wedding, but in another and more 
important sense, it is not about a wedding at all. Today's gospel takes place at a 
wedding, but it is really about 'redemption'. Every year  on the 2nd Sunday of Ordinary 
Time, the Sunday immediately after all the great Christmas Feasts, the Church reminds 
us that now  that Jesus is among us, Emmanuel, we need to be serious about listening to 
God's call to discipleship. As the prophet Isaiah says, God will not let us be regarded as 
'Forsaken', 'Desolate'. Rather we are to be regarded as 'God's Delight' and as God's 
'Espoused'. And all of us who are baptized have important and essential roles in God's 
redemptive work. 
 
It might be easy to see this if you open your Missalettes again to today's Gospel on page 
63: 
 in the fourth line, when Mary reminds Jesus that there is no more wine at the 
  wedding party, Jesus says, “My hour has not yet come.” Clearly this has  
  little to do with anything at the wedding. The hour he is referring to is the  
  hour of his passion, when he will say, “Now my soul is troubled. What   
  shall I say? Father, save me from this hour?”   
 in the next (fifth) line, there is reference to 'Jewish ceremonial washings.'  Jars of 
  water were always available for the Jewish rites of purification. Here Jesus 
  replaces the jars of water with jars of wine, foreshadowing His saving blood 
  on the cross.  
 in the last line, it states, 'so revealed his glory' ..   the cross is the true glory of  
  Christ, and that by which he came to glory.' 
In what seems to be a story about a wedding is thus really a story about how the old 
order is being replaced by something new …. 
 water is transformed into wine 
 ceremonial washings are transformed into a bath of new life 
 earthly existence is transformed into everlasting glory.  
Jesus is the agent of all this change .. and as his disciples we are to share in his mission 
of being agents of change. 
 As jars of water were transformed into the richer, more substantial wine, we are to 
  be transformed into a more solid and clear presence of Christ in the world. 
 As the water of Jesus' baptism would lead to the blood of his cross, so our   
  initiation through Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation must lead us to  
  concrete discipleship and stewardship.  
 



 
It was several years ago that I recognized the rather unique place that this 2nd Sunday of 
Ordinary Time, and with these or very similar Scripture readings every year, occupies in 
our civil calendar. This coming week is interesting for the two national observances that 
it holds. Tomorrow, Monday, Jan. 18, is the Martin Luther King, Jr. national holiday, 
and next Friday, Jan. 22, is the anniversary of the Supreme Court's Roe vs. Wade 
decision legalizing abortion in our country. Martin Luther King Jr. spoke out for justice, 
equality and peace … and he was shot. The unborn, not yet even able to speak, are also 
killed. How much more can one pack into a week! The fact that these two civil 
observances occur within one week is interesting, if not prophetic. 
 
So hear again the words of the prophet Isaiah:  “For Zion's sake, I will not be silent. For 
Jerusalem's sake, I will not be quiet.” Transformed through the waters of baptism, we 
must be the voice of the prophet and we must be the presence of Christ today. Like the 
prophet, we must not be silent and quiet. Like Jesus we must respond to the need, even if 
we may feel that 'our hour has not yet come'.  
 
 There is no need for abortion …. we must find alternatives for people tempted to 
  choose this way. WE MUST BE VOICES FOR LIFE/JUSTICE/PEACE. 
 Health and sharpness of mind may one day escape us, but there is no need for  
  euthanasia and assisted suicide. WE MUST BE VOICES FOR LIFE/ 
  JUSTICE/PEACE. 
 Crime abounds on our streets, and many innocent people are victimized, but 
  there is no need for capital punishment. WE MUST BE VOICES FOR  
  LIFE/JUSTICE/PEACE. 
 There is greed and graft an dishonesty in industry, within corporate America,  
  within government and yes, within the Church. But there is no need for 
  revenge and retaliation. WE MUST BE VOICES FOR LIFE/JUSTICE/ 
  PEACE. 
 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in his book Strength to Love writes:   
 “The church must be reminded that it is not the master or the servant of the State, but rather 
 the conscience of the State. It must be the guide and critic of the State, and never its tool. If  
 the Church does not recapture its prophetic zeal, it will become an irrelevant social club  
 without moral or spiritual authority. If the Church does not participate actively in the struggle  
 for peace (and life) and for economic and racial justice, it will forfeit the loyalty of millions 
 and cause people everywhere to say it has atrophied its will.” 
 
Remember that the great miracle at Cana is told not to celebrate a wedding, but to call us 
– both individually and as a people, a church – to transformation. We must become full, 
able-bodied new wine witnesses of the glory of Jesus. There is no other reason for our 
Baptism; actually, there is no other reason for our even being alive.  
 As you drink from the cup today, drink to life, to justice and to peace. Then be what you 



have received … a voice for peace, a voice for justice, a voice for life.  


