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Have any of you ever gone fishing? 
Did you actually catch a fish? 
How many of you cooked the fish on a fire and then ate it there on the river bank? 
 
I have gone fishing with some priest friends …. who actually caught the fish, and  
 then we did cook it and eat it at our campsite. 
You just heard a story of Jesus and his disciples in the gospel. Jesus wanted his disciples 
to know that he was alive, and present to them, and so I guess eating with them was a 
good way to do that.  
  
The breakfast meal that Jesus shared with his disciples on the shore that morning must 
have been very special. That started me to think about special meals that I have had in 
my life. Let me tell you about one of them. 

1. Dinner with McCloskey's - 
   I was just a bit older than you are now … I had never been to my  
   friend's house before. The house was real big, and it was on one of  
   the golf courses in my town. Everything there was very different  
   from the things in my own house. Some of the food that day I didn't  
   care for but I ate it anyway, so that I did not offend them. Besides my 
   parents told me I needed to eat whatever was placed on my plate.     
You might be able to think of some very special dinner you have had …. when you sat 
down at table with someone you thought very, very important. Or, when you sat down at 
table and you yourself were made to feel very, very important.  
 
I remember my First Holy Communion  …. I remember my entire First Holy 
Communion Day. It was May 2 … 68 years ago. I sat at the head of the table with my 
white suit on. My godparents were sitting next to me …. also my mom and my dad and 
my grandma. My brother was only 2 years old at the time, so he was in a highchair near 
us. We got to sit in the dining room for the First Communion dinner. Usually children 
ate in the kitchen. 
 
Sitting down at table ….  
Today, my little friends, you sit down at table with Jesus. In Eucharist Jesus feeds us. It 
is Jesus who prepares the meal, sets the table and serves. We are here at the table at the 
invitation of Jesus. We are guests of the Lamb of God … THAT WAS SLAIN TO 
RECEIVE POWER AND RICHES, WISDOM AND STRENGTH, HONOR AND 
GLORY AND PRAIST …. as we heard in today's Second Scripture. And the really 
important part is that Jesus is also the food that is served.  



 
Today you gather at your parish table  …. and you dine with your friend, savior, and 
Lord, Jesus. UNBELIEVEABLE MYSTERY ….. INCREDIBLE PRESENCE …. I 
hope that you always remember this wonderful meal here in your parish church.  
 
Every Sunday, actually every day, Jesus invites us to eat with him. Jesus says to us 
“Come and eat your meal of my Body and Blood”, just as he said to the disciples, 
“Come, eat your breakfast!”. 
 
ADULT: 
The last part of today's Gospel has something very special and very important for those 
of us who are older than children to hear. The second segment of today's gospel account 
is that intimate dialogue between Jesus and Peter: “Peter, do you love me?”  
Jesus asks Peter this three times. And each time Jesus follows it with the words, “Feed 
my sheep.” As the faithful steward of Jesus the Good Shepherd, Peter is asked to 
 -defend the sheep from wolves and thieves 
 -help make the flock enter and leave by the gate 
 -seek the lost so that there may be only one flock and one shepherd 
 
It is important for us as adult disciples to hear these words as addressed to ourselves. 
Jesus says to me, to you: “Do you love me?” And Jesus depends on us to “feed his 
lambs”. (They are sitting all around us, and today particularly here in front.) The key, it 
seems, is “do we really love Jesus?” We might be offended by the suggestion that we 
don't love Jesus; but so was Peter put off by the question. That, however, did not keep 
Jesus from asking the question, “Peter, do you love me?” 
 
Do I love Jesus?  Do you love Jesus?  Then we must “feed his lambs”. And what indeed 
is it that we feed them? We say that we would give our children anything …. Do we, 
however, give them what they need? Do we give them what they cannot live without?  
 Do you and I give our children support in their faith, 
  and real examples of how we love Jesus? 
 Do our children hear us talk about God and Jesus? Do they know what we think 
  and believe about God, and Jesus, and the Holy Spirit? 
 Do our children see us love God? 
 If someone asked your child, your grandchild, “Do your parents, do your  
  grandparents love God? How would  they respond?  And what evidence  
  would they give that this is true? 
Please read my little column in today's bulletin … it deals a bit with this very topic.  
And parents of First Communion children, I have a special envelope for you today on 
this same topic. 
I am afraid that one of the great failures of our age is to give our children everything, but 
miss giving them what they need. We miss giving them what they cannot live without.      


