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More than usual I enjoyed how this weekend's homily fell together. I begin with a 
couple quotes from two rather unique sources: 
 Peter Holmes, a comedian and producer of a current Netflix TV series called 
  “Crashing” says: “I don't believe you need to do good things to make God  
  love you and care about you. But I do believe that doing good things makes 
  you more aware of how much God does love you and does care for you.”      
   (from Fresh Air with Terri Gross, March 21, 2017) 
 and from an unnamed attender at last week's Sunday Night church: The person  
  said, “When you're in need, and can't see your way out, get on your knees.  
  You don't need to say anything, but eventually you will.” Both hint of being 
  enlightened, as we spoke of last weekend. 
Now let's go back to this past Christmas Feast. I used the Christmas gospel of St. John, 
not the more expected and well-remembered account of the Nativity from St. Luke. If 
you remember, St. John tells us about Christmas as follows: 
 “In the beginning was the Word, the Word was in God's presence, and the 
 Word was God ….  
 Through him all things came to being …. whatever came to be in him,  
 found life, life for the light of man. 
 The light shines in the darkness, a darkness that did not overcome it.” 
 The real light which gives light to every man was coming into the world.” 
 
Having opened his gospel account this way, it should not surprise us that very early in 
his gospel (chapter 4) St. John is concerned about a man born blind, one who had never 
before been able to see. Nor should it surprise us that the antidote to the man born blind 
would be the Pharisees and Jewish leaders who remain blind to Jesus. They have had 
every advantage to see the truth, instructed and learned as they were. They somewhat 
remind me of a class of senior students I once had. The class was called Adult 
Christianity. It was a Pass/Fail class …. not receiving A, B and C grades was an 
attraction to the 13 who signed up. I tried to discourage one who signed up …. she was 
going to be the only girl in a class of 12 hot shot and very smart senior boys. The boys in 
particular were so smart that they were caught up in their own intelligence. Because of 
this they became quite obstinate, and played the role of young atheists. They objected to 
almost everything. I felt on trial every day of class. You can see the similarity between 
that experience of mine and what Jesus and the man born blind were put through by the 
Pharisees and Jewish leaders.  
 
We should also not be too surprised that the persons in our current gospel texts these 3 
weeks are all people being led to greater illumination. The Samaritan woman comes to 
great self-knowledge and self-acceptance, and even faith; the man born blind comes to 



awareness and faith in Jesus as a prophet and even as the Son of God; and jumping a bit 
ahead, next week we will hear of Lazarus, who is illuminated with life after death. I am 
sure he saw things differently after that experience.  
 
So, what about us? If you and I only see God as a maker and enforcer of laws, as a lot of 
people do, and as I even alluded to a couple of weeks ago, we miss the really Good 
News that God is much more: God is a flow of life into people. In fact, God is a constant 
flow of life into people. Try to think of someone in the gospel who gave Jesus a chance 
and did not end up experiencing greater life. I think it would be hard. The woman of last 
week grew in deeper awareness of Jesus; the man in today's gospel also grew in deeper 
awareness of Jesus. The comedian Peter Holmes says that if you give God a chance, you 
will begin to realize how much He loves you and cares about you. And the Sunday 
Night church person, said as much …....... get on your knees, and eventually you will be 
speaking to your higher power … call it God, Allah, whatever.  
 At what depth am I? At what depth are you? … in how we see God?  
 
The seniors I had in that class just needed to let their guard down … they needed to stop 
thinking about how smart and wonderful they were. If and when they did, and a handful 
of them did, they were overwhelmed by the beauty of God. Don't fight it …. don't argue 
with it. It is like what we should to do when finding ourselves in water way over our 
head … or in a situation in life that is way beyond us. …. just lay back and relax, the 
water will buoy you up. Don't worry … be happy! Funny how all these thoughts we 
have shared begin to fall into place!  
 
In closing, another very interesting quote about an even more interesting person. It is 
about Dorothy Day, one of the most important American Catholic leaders of the 20th 
century, founder of the Catolic Worker Movement. … currently in process of being 
declared a 'Saint' in our Church. In a new book about Dorothy Day (The World Will Be 
Saved By Beauty). Because Dorothy lived a rather bohemian, free lifestyle in and 
around Greenwich Village in New York City, her granddaughter says of her relationship 
to the Church … “Dorothy certainly saw the hierarchy … (you must know that during 
most of Dorothy's living years, the hierarchy was not open to women, and terribly 
authoritarian and clerical … not at all where Dorothy was coming from (you really 
should listen to the March 23 broadcast of Fresh Air with Terry Gross). Her 
granddaughter says that Dorothy knew this part of the Church, but she always also saw 
the heart of the Church.  
(In these next few weeks, we will celebrate the real heart of the Church. That is what we 
do in Holy Week.)  
Her granddaughter says that Dorothy was on to something, and when people saw that, they 
found it insightful and life-giving. They began to see things with new eyes. Her granddaughter 
says, She never lost sight of the heart of the Church. She always saw the Church at its heart.  
Every one who suffers from a spiritual blindness, needs someone to help them see!  Do you know 
someone who needs to see the heart of the Church? …. and can you help them do this? 


