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There is no doubt that the raising of Lazarus is the dominant Scripture for this weekend. We are 
using Cycle A readings for the very purpose that we can hear that wonderful story, as well as the 
two preceding stories of the woman at the well and the man born blind. Each of them in their 
own way walks us to the waters of baptism at the Easter Vigil. Jesus is our living water. Jesus is 
our light in darkness, and today we receive him as the one who gives life, …. eternal life no less.  

But it is actually the 2nd Scripture that I feel warrants our time. St. Paul’s Letter to 
the Romans is probably second only to the gospel of St. John. And today we get 
something from each of these.  

To fully understand the today's text from Romans, it would really help if we were 
knowledgeable in Scriptural Greek. I am not, but I say this because in today’s 
second reading we have the Greek words SARX and PNEUMA. In English they 
are FLESH and SPIRIT.  

For St. Paul, SARX or FLESH is humankind in its most self-seeking and self-
serving sense. Even when from time to time we do serve others, we tend to do this 
for some kind of recognition and reward. From that earliest day in the garden, 
humankind has tried to gain the upper-hand. The woman and man ate of the fruit  
of the tree because they thought it would make them like, even equal to, God.                                                                                             

        Recall how Jesus corrected the Pharisees for fasting in order to be noticed, 
and for wanting to sit in places of honor. Jesus even called down two of the 
disciples for asking to sit at His right and His left. And Jesus frequently reminded 
the crowds that they were following him only because they wanted food or a cure. 
It just seems to be human nature to seek oneself first. If you have any doubts about 
this, we only need to examine our own lives. 

The person who lives with this attitude of the flesh  (SARX) lives unenlightened, 
unaware of the foolishness and dead-end they are self-seeking. They do not realize 
they cannot serve God in this way. They remain unenlightened about the SPIRIT 
side of life .. about living for God first and then living for others in a genuine way.  

But today’s Scriptures … actually all three of them … proclaim that this attitude of 
the FLESH (SARX) does not need to continue. We are called to a new existence, 
namely a LIFE IN THE SPIRIT (PNEUMA). And we must know that SARX and 
PNEUMA cannot exist together in the same person:                                                
 “We cannot serve both God and money; for where our treasure is, there will   



 our heart be as well.”                                                                            St. 
Peter states in one of his letters, “I urge you, my dear people,  to keep yourselves free from 
the selfish passions FLESH that war against the soul SPIRIT    (1 Peter)                                                                                                                       
 “I can see that my body follows a different law that battles against the law which my 
reason dictates.”                                                                                     How vastly 
different PNEUMA is from SARX, SPIRIT is from FLESH is clear in both our 
First Scripture and the gospel of today.  

 In today's First Scripture, Ezechiel says God will bring back his people from 
their humiliating exile; it will be so new that it will be like being called forth from 
one's grave. And in John, Jesus literally raises Lazarus from his grave. The SPIRIT 
is as different from the FLESH as is life from death.  

To live in the SPIRIT is to live in God's grace – to share God's very life. We are 
meant to be sanctified in grace. And, sanctified in grace, we begin to share in God's 
transfiguring glory. Living in the SPIRIT we live to glorify and honor God and to 
serve our neighbor. Christ is both our Light and our Life. No longer in darkness 
and the grave of selfishness and sin, we live in the light and love of God, Christ's 
SPIRIT. In the SPIRIT, we care called to transformation. Change and process, 
growing in Christ, are to be part of our daily experience. 

Look at our heroes and our saints. Through conversion and surrender to the will of 
God day after day, they became who they are. 

One final comment about those in the RCIA process here and in every parish 
throughout this land. Each week since last October, they have met for  60-90 
minutes each Sunday. They hear again the Scriptures of the day, share how it 
touches their lives, and then have a small lesson on some aspect of Catholic 
teaching … maybe the Sacraments, maybe the saints and angels, maybe something 
on our customs and traditions. But each week, 60-90 minutes. Imagine what we 
could be if 50% of our parish population gave that time to learning about the 
SPIRIT life that we are meant to live.  

Sherry Weddell, a convert to Catholicism herself, and who now works with many 
parishes to develop real discipleship and stewardship says,   

                                “(While) The parish exists for the sake of administering the spiritual and 
temporal goods of the Church.... it also exists for the sake of the formation of the laity and for the 
collaboration of the whole people of God in the mission of the Church to the world. Until the 
parish is a community of formation and collaboration, we cannot hold that we have actually 
implemented Vatican Council II in the Church. Maybe we all need some form of the RCIA 
process.  


