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As we make our way through this Easter Season, we have heard a variety of gospel 
texts. We have heard a couple stories about the early appearances of Jesus following his 
resurrection from the dead. The Church has also given us gospels in which Jesus 
explains who He is for us as Risen Lord: Jesus gives us peace; Jesus brings us 
forgiveness; Jesus feeds us with Himself, and Jesus leads us like a shepherd leads his 
sheep. Last Sunday we heard how Jesus is the vine from which we the branches draw 
our life. In all of this we learn that Jesus cares for us and even gives his life for us. Yet 
even with these rather clear images of vine and shepherd, St. John's gospel remains deep 
and mystical, and can be hard to grasp and apply to everyday life. For example, today's 
gospel text, also from St. John, is convoluted and a challenge to get a handle on. (St. 
John uses the word 'love' 9 times in just 8 verses of Scripture.)  Besides, what is there to 
say about love that hasn't probably already been said many times? And, can you really 
put love into words? I guess Hallmark and American Greetings make a noble effort at 
doing that. So preparing for today was a bit daunting.  
 
A light went on, however, when I remembered that the eastern/Scriptural understanding 
of 'love' is quite different from the way the word and concept of love is understood in 
our western world. When we think of 'love' it has the notion of feelings and affection 
about it. For us, love is an 'emotional word'. In the eastern and Scriptural world, 
however, it has more the notion of 'attachment, connectedness, bonding'. These words 
seem more tangible; they are words you can almost see. Discovering this difference in 
understanding, I went back and reread the gospel that we just heard, substituting one of 
these words for the word 'love'. I was practically blown away by how different it 
sounded and seemed to mean. If you would, listen to it again: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: 
 “As the Father is attached to me, so I also am attached to  you. 
 Remain attached to me. 
 If you keep my commandments, you will remain attached to me, 
  just as I have kept my Father's commandments and remain 
  attached to him.  
 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy might be 
  complete. 
 This is my commandment: attach yourself to one another as I have  
  attached myself to you.  
 No one has greater attachment than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. 
 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
 I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master 
  is doing. 
 I have called you friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from  



  my father. 
 It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you 
  to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask 
  the Father in my name he may give you. 
 This I command you: attach yourselves to one another.  
 
I have heard those words more than a thousand times, and you have heard them many 
times as well. But I had never before heard them like that. Finally, it began to be real. If 
I love you as Jesus loves me, and if you love others as Jesus loves you, then an 
“attachment” is created; a connection, a bonding, happens. And most importantly, I 
become responsible for you, and you become responsible for others. This is precisely 
what Jesus did when he lived here on earth, and it is also what he does now that he is 
risen: Jesus attaches and bonds himself to us and He is responsible to us. And then 
words like, “as you have seen me do, do also for others”, and “do this in memory of me” 
and “this I command you: love one another”, take on a whole new dimension and 
gravity. Go …. love, …. become responsible to others. 
 
If a few years ago you happened to see the film “The Soloist”, you saw what I think is a 
good example of real love, the kind that St. John is talking about, and of how Jesus lived 
his life and wants us to live ours. The film, which starred Jamie Fox and Robert 
Downey, Jr. It is based on a true story. A newspaper reporter meets up with a homeless 
man on the streets of L.A.'s skid row. The reporter is Steve Lopez; the homeless 
musician is Nathaniel Ayers, Jr. Through the friendship that develops, Lopez realizes 
that he is beginning to feel responsible to Nathaniel. But he doesn't want to be 
responsible for him; he even says so. Yet he knows that they have become connected, 
and life will not be the same. He also discovers that the tables are being turned. Lopez 
thinks he is helping Nathaniel, but it is actually Nathaniel Ayers with his unsinkable 
passion, his freedom-loving obstinacy and his valiant attempts at connection and love, 
who is profoundly changing him. It is exactly what happens when you let yourself 
become attached to Jesus, or to any other person for that matter.  
 
If you have learned anything about Jesus and your faith this Easter Season, I hope you 
know  that Jesus has attached himself to you and lives with a great sense of 
responsibility for you In return, Jesus asks one simple thing of us: go, live this way also. 
Attach to people, love them, and let yourself feel responsible for them. This week carry 
within you these words from today's gospel: 
 “This is my commandment: attach yourself to one another as I have  
 attached myself to you.” “Love one another as I have loved you!” 
 


