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As I recall we have talked more than once together about how with Jesus nothing is 
really as it first appears. Not that Jesus is sneaky or conniving. Much to the contrary. 
Jesus is just more than what a quick first glance can reveal. While this is probably true 
with most things spiritual, it is especially true with Jesus. There is always another layer 
of understanding. There is always another aspect to discover: 
   Eye has not seen …. ear has not heard 
   What God has ready for those who love him. 
Today's Feast of the Lord's Ascension is a very clear example of this. There are layers of 
meaning to what at first glance seems like a single event. 
 
Another matter we have talked about together, and even recently, is how important and 
necessary it is for us to not get caught up in the historical event of a mystery that we 
miss the mystery itself. We have spoken about this both with Christmas and with Easter. 
Today's Feast of the Ascension is another such mystery. Yes, we live in the world, but as 
Jesus says, 'we are not of the world'. Nor are we meant to remain in this world. Our 
destiny is the Kingdom. So, I invite you to think of today's Feast not merely as the 
Ascension of Jesus, but as the Glorification of Jesus. And to extend the mystery of 
today's Feast even further, to think of the Ascension in terms of our own 
'commissioning'. The Feast of the Ascension is essentially tied to the disciples being sent 
out into the world to preach the gospel of Jesus.  
 
As an event we know some things about the Ascension. We know and believe the most 
basic: Jesus was raised up to heaven by God. But we know very little in terms of details. 
Actually, I was amazed when I checked the narrative in the 4 Gospel accounts. 
 Matthew – no mention of the Ascension itself … only a few lines about the 
   commissioning … sending the disciples out to preach and baptize. 
   This is today's gospel text. 
 Mark – Jesus and the disciples are at table: no mention of being on 'the mount'. 
   Jesus commissions them to preach and then Mark states 'he is taken 
   up into heaven'. 
  More interesting even is that Matthew doesn't include this even though we 
  know that Matthew had Mark's copy in front of him as he authored his own 
  gospel account. Why did Matthew not include this? 
 Luke – again the commissioning … it takes place outside Bethany, a significant 
  walk from Jerusalem. Jesus blesses the disciples and was then 'carried up 
  into heaven'.  
 John – records nothing 
 Acts – Jesus and disciples are gathered together … no details about the site,  



  except that it must have been somewhere outside. Jesus tells them they will  
 be his witnesses, and then Jesus is 'lifted up and a cloud takes him out of   
 their line of sight. This is today's First Scripture. 
It is pretty clear that the historical event is not the essence of today's Feast. Most of what 
you and I may picture about this moment in their lives is a combination of all of the 
gospels, and probably just as much of what we have seen in religious paintings. And we 
all know that a painting is more about the artist than about the event being portrayed. 
So, what is the Ascension all about …. after all it is one of the Holy Days of Obligation, 
even though today we observe it on a Sunday. It is obviously significant.  
 
So, I suggest again that it is about Commissioning of Disciples and the Glorification of 
Jesus. First about the glorification of Jesus: this is the fact that God the Father says 
“Yes” to Jesus. God the Father receives the life and ministry of Jesus and says to his 
Son, “well done … redemption has been accomplished. If you have ever had the 
experience of 'never being able to please someone',  you know how much acceptance 
and approval means. If you have given presents to people, and they never ever used 
them, or more difficult took them back to the store. If you ever purchased some piece of 
clothing for someone that you thought would be really nice, but it was never worn,  you 
also know how much acceptance and approval means. With the Ascension of Jesus into 
heaven, Jesus is acknowledged, accepted and approved. When Jesus was baptized, the 
voice was heard, “This is my Beloved Son, listen to him”. The Ascension is the 
culmination and ratification of that baptismal moment. And if we are faithful to God's 
teachings and life, we can look forward to the same acknowledgment, acceptance and 
approval. I like to think of this Feast as the Glorification of Jesus, and promise of our 
own. 
 
And for our part, we must understand that being the disciples of today, today's Feast of 
the Ascension is our commissioning. In March of 1979, I was at my cousin's Naval 
Commissioning … when he was placed in charge of his own naval ship, the USS John 
Hancock. His commissioning put him in charge of the ship and all its sailors. Jesus puts 
us in charge of his mission … although he does not leave us alone. We have the promise 
of the Holy Spirit, as heard in today's Scriptures. Nonetheless, what happens with the 
gospel and the mission of Jesus now that He has returned to the Father, is really in our 
hands. This is not a nice story … this is not a suggestion … this is a commissioning. 
Parishes have the mission to spread the gospel, and bring the mission of Jesus to others. 
It is first about the mission. Yes, we need some buildings to do that and yes we need to 
be somewhat wise to the things of the world in doing this. But this is our purpose.  
Mission Statement: We, the people of St. Athanasius, are a faith community called to pray and worship 
together, to witness and teach the gospel, and to serve and minister to others.(How and in what is 
incidental.) 
Mission Statement: We, the People of St. Francis Parish, a community of believers, called by Christ, 
and anointed by the Holy Spirit, use are God given talents, our faith, and our love to preserve our 



heritage, to spread the Word of God, and to serve all mankind.  
Matthew: “Go therefore and make disciples.”   (today's gospel) 
At the ordination on Saturday, the Archbishop said to those being ordained:  Go out … 
go low (humbly) …    go joyfully, serving like Jesus. 
 
Fulfill your Baptism – we are all the beloved of God.  
 


