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On the first day of the week, just 3 days after they witnessed the crucifixion of Jesus, the 
women and some disciples go to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus. They go to anoint 
the body of Jesus of Nazareth. They did not find Jesus of Nazareth. They did, however, 
discover Jesus the Christ. That is the story of Easter. That is the story we commemorate  
and celebrate today …. this new Easter event! 
 
It will be Easter when you and I also discover Jesus the Christ. 
And it can't and won't be Easter until we do. 
(REPEAT) It will be Easter when you and I also discover Jesus the Christ. 
                  And it can't and won't be Easter until we do.  
 
It was over a period of some days, and through the insight of several individual 
experiences, that they discovered Jesus the Christ. Over these same days and through the 
same individual experiences they were transformed from being Jewish to being 
Christian. For the first time in any of their dealings with Jesus, they began to identify 
him as Jesus the Christ. Up to this point in all of their dealings with Jesus, they had 
known him only as Jesus of Nazareth.   
 
This was a huge transformation in their thinking, and it completely changed how they 
related to Jesus. After the death of Jesus and because of his resurrection, they could no 
longer relate to Jesus as they had. They could not see him face to face, and they could no 
longer talk with him as before his death and resurrection. They could no longer hear his 
voice or eat with him on the hillsides of Galilee. That reality was no longer real … no 
longer available to them. His reality after the resurrection was not that of Jesus of 
Nazareth, but rather that of the Christ.  
 
What makes this such a big deal? What makes this so essential? 
Jesus had always been the Christ. He was conceived in the womb of Mary as the Christ, 
the Messiah, the Anointed One of God. But we could not receive him as such until after 
he suffered and died and then rose from the dead. Jesus was always the Christ, even 
while living in the body of Jesus of Nazareth. It was only as the Christ, however, that 
Jesus could save us from our sins. As a Nazarene, Jesus was a carpenter. As the Christ 
He is Lord and Savior.  
 
This is not easy .. but without this Easter is limited to colored eggs and chocolate 
bunnies. If you can't transition from Jesus of Nazareth to Jesus the Christ, you miss 
Easter completely.  



An example often used for this change in Jesus is one from nature: the transformation of 
the caterpillar to the butterfly. Within the caterpillar there exists the entire reality of the 
butterfly. The caterpillar is the butterfly, but in a very unrecognizable form. No 
caterpillar is meant to remain as such; all caterpillars are meant to be butterflies. 
Caterpillars are butterflies, but butterflies are no long caterpillars. 
 Jesus of Nazareth is/was the Christ, from the very beginning …. 
 but Jesus the Christ is no longer Jesus of Nazareth.  
You and I are called to be Christian, not Nazarenes.  
If we relate to Jesus only in his former mode/reality, we cannot saved.  
 
How is Jesus present in the 'christening' of Baptism? 
How is Jesus present in the mercy and compassion of the Sacrament of Reconciliation? 
And especially how is Jesus present in the Holy Eucharist?  
How can Jesus be present here in our space in a Baptism when he is present in a Baptism 
 in another space and place at the very same time?     
Only as the Risen, unlimited Christ. Not as Jesus the Nazarene.  
 
So why all these theological distinctions on Easter Sunday? 
Because I sense a great deal of fear and hopelessness in people. We live in very 
challenging times. ISIS and our own national politics are frightening to many. And fear 
leads to hopelessness. …. unless these are transformed by our belief in the resurrection 
of Jesus. Imagine the fear and the hopelessness of the disciples and other followers of 
Jesus as they witnessed Jesus being crucified, and as they laid his anointed body in the 
tomb that day? They had left their former lives to follow him, some of them had made 
total conversions in life-style. Jesus had become their Way, their Truth, their Life. They 
had no intention of returning to what they had left, to ever going back to their former 
and even sinful lives. Jesus had changed them! And then, they saw him crucified. Yet 
today as we celebrate Easter, these same people begin their journey from despair and 
hopelessness to assurance in the power and glory of Jesus the Christ. Their friend and 
Master, Jesus of Nazareth, was dead. But what they had now was greater! Jesus the 
Christ, Jesus the Anointed of God. If they were blind to this real identity of Jesus as he 
lived with them in his body, they were slowly becoming sure that He was present to 
them in a new and more powerful way. The hope/wishes they may have had in Jesus of 
Nazareth begins to move to assurance in Jesus the Christ.  
 
In these times of fear with ISIS and worry about the condition of our national politics, 
and even more broadly with world politics, we need the assurance that Jesus lives. We 
need the assurance that Jesus is our Bread of Life, our Good Shepherd, our Living 
Water, our Way, our Truth and our Life. I believe he is all of this and more! Do you? 
What do you need to get there?  
It will be Easter when you and I discover Jesus the Christ. 
And it can't and won't be Easter until we do. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


